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Mahd?jam-SoMparigraha'Sd$tra and comment on the difficulties of the
Vidya-Malra-Siddhi-Stistra^ Here at this time another eminent priest
Simharasmi was explaining for the sake of the fraternity (the four
f                                       S           f
classes) the PrdJiy(iniila'SdBlra and the Sala-SCistra^ newly arranged,
the object of which was to refute the principles of the Yoga. Yuan
Chwang by writing 'a Sastra called Hwu,i-T$ung in 3000 $lokast
refuted this opponent who out of shame left Nalanda and went to
the Bodhi monastery at Gaya.1 These side-lights on the lives of
these savants reveal to us the various branches of knowledge which
they not only studied by themselves but also imparted to their disciples.
7,   Some Practises at Kalauda
The people of Pataliputra celebrated, according to Fa Hiens the
festival of the Botha Ydlra, in which they carried the images of
the Buddha in a chariot. " Every year," observes Fa Hien, *' on the
eighth day of the second month they celebrate a procession of images,
They make a four-wheeled car, and on It erect a structure of five
storeys by means of bamboos tied together. This is supported by a
king-post, and with poles and lances slanting from it, and is rather
more than twenty cubits high, having the shape of a tope. White
and silk-like cloth of hair is wrapped all round it, which is then
painted in various colours. They make figures of devas, with gold,
silver, and lapis lazuli grandly blended and having silken streamers
and canopies hung out over them. On the four sides are niches,
with a Buddha seated in each, and a Bodhisattva standing in
attendance on him. There may be twenty cars, all grand and
imposing, but each one different from the others. On the day
mentioned, the monks and laity within the borders all come together;
they have singers and skilful musicians; they pay their devotions
with flowers and incense. The Brahnaans come and invite the
Buddhas to enter the city. These do so in order, and remain two
nights in it. All through the nights they keep lamps burning, have
skilful music, and present offerings/'9 The tolerance of the Brahmanas
in inviting the Buddhists to participate in their religious customs,
in Pataliputra, deserves notice.
A similar ceremony was observed towards the end of the seventh
century A, D, by another Chinese traveller, I-Tsing. He informs us
that on the fifteenth day of the retreat, in the morning the monks
went lound Tillages or towns and worshipped all the caityas* "They
1 Shamans HwuiLi and Yen-Tsung, ip. tit,, pp. 157-58."
*" Fat Hiett oft. ^&. n. 70